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Pakistan and Aman-13: Building “Maritime Bridges” on Shifting Sands 

-- Abhijit Singh 

The Pakistan Navy’s recent multinational 
exercises, ‘Aman-13’, demonstrate its resolve 
to establish itself as an influential stakeholder 
in Indian Ocean security affairs. The four-day 
exercises – held between March 4 and 8 – 
brought together ships from 13 countries, 
including the U.S. and China, as well as 
observers from 20 other nations.  

Pakistan Navy sought to portray the exercises 
as an effort at promoting peace and stability in 

the region, but the real objective – that of boosting Pakistan’s regional standing and 
maritime profile – was more than evident. The fourth in a biannual series of 
exercises, ‘Aman-13’ served to provide a platform for “collaborative and cooperative 
maritime endeavours”, a theme that Pakistan Navy has been publicly espousing for 
some time. Apart from the usual objectives of information sharing, development of 
tactics and boosting interoperability, the exercises sought to prepare navies to jointly 
combat larger irregular threats to regional peace and stability in the Indian Ocean, 
mainly terrorism and piracy. With so many navies agreeing to take part, the initiative 
generated a fair bit of curiosity among regional watchers. 

While the eventual numbers of attendees may have been lower than initially 
expected – with invites reportedly extended to as many as 50 navies – Pakistan did 
make capital out of the fact that the engagement drew wide-ranging participation 
from the Western bloc, South Asia and South East Asia. The exercises saw 
participation by a broad and diverse set of naval forces, including Australia, China, 
France, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, UK and the 
USA. This was also, as some Pakistani commentators pointed out, a rare occasion 
when the US and Chinese maritime forces came together to exercise for a regional 
cause.  

More pertinent, however, is the enormous contribution of the ‘Aman’ series of 
exercises to the evolution of the Pakistan navy’s own maritime tactics and strategy. 
In its ‘constructive engagement’ with regional and extra-regional navies, the force 
has refined its operational and doctrinal understanding of maritime matters, improved 
interoperability and enhanced awareness of the maritime domain. The Pakistan 
Navy is, without doubt, assisted in its biannual endeavour by its active membership 
of the Combined Task Force-150 (CTF-150) – the multi-national naval grouping 
formed to combat piracy in the Gulf of Aden. Since it joined the U.S.-led Coalition 
Maritime Campaign Plan (CMCP) in the year 2004, the Pakistan Navy has 
contributed effectively to maritime operations, even going on the command task 
forces 150 and 151 on multiple occasions. Conceivably, some of the participating 
nations feel obliged to participate in ‘Aman-13’ out of a feeling of kinship with another 
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member of the Combined Task Forces. It does not, however, detract from the fact 
that the Pakistan Navy is increasingly being perceived as a professional force, and a 
reliable and durable partner. 

The participation of operational units this time was also qualitatively superior. 
Pakistan Navy fielded its top-of-the-line F-22P Zulfiquar-class frigates, while the U.S. 
Navy sent in an Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer. There were frigates 
from Australia, Britain and Turkey; corvettes from Italy, Malaysia and the United Arab 
Emirates; and a pair of P-3C Orion Maritime Patrol Aircraft representing Japan. The 
exchange in ideas and techniques this time is said to have included ‘special 
operations’, with Indonesia, reportedly, sending a team of its KOPASKA navy seals, 
and the U.S. Navy dispatching an explosive ordnance unit for the sea phase of the 
exercise.  

Needless to say, it was the Chinese participation that attracted the most attention. 
Fresh from the take-over of Gwadar port, China sent a strong message of support for 
Pakistan by fielding a three-ship strong contingent for the exercises. The 
participation of the 14th convoy fleet comprising of the missile destroyer Harbin, the 
frigate Mianyang and the supply ship Weishanhu – on its way to Somali waters for 
escort missions – displayed, unequivocally, the camaraderie and solidarity that 
China shares with Pakistan. 

Meanwhile, the Iranian Navy was not invited to participate in the exercises, perhaps 
to avoid displeasing the U.S. Contrary, however, to what many commonly perceive 
this to be, the Pakistan Navy has actually been expanding its engagement with Iran’s 
maritime forces. That it has done so without prejudice to its relations with other Arab 
states, is evidence of a new diplomatic component in its operational plans.  

In November 2012, Pakistani frigate PNS Shamsheer docked together with Iranian 
warships at Port Sudan, only a few weeks after the alleged Israeli bombing of an 
explosive factory in Khartoum1. Their joint operation, planned to be conducted in the 
Red Sea, was reportedly averted under strong pressure from US, the Arab bloc 
(principally Saudi Arabia) and Israel. However, only a few weeks later, in Jan this 
year, the Pakistan Navy carried out operational exercises with the Turkish and Saudi 
Arabian maritime forces, and had its ships visit Oman, displaying a propensity to 
maximize diplomatic gains by balancing competing interests. 

Not surprisingly, India was absent from ‘Aman’. As the Pakistan Navy conducted its 
‘magnum opus’ in the Northern Indian Ocean (Gulf of Aden and Oman), the Indian 
Navy was doing its own TROPEX series of theatre level operational readiness 
exercises in the Arabian Sea. The latter’s non-participation exposes the limits to 
what any form of regional maritime “bridge-building” can hope to achieve in the 
Indian Ocean, without the involvement of the most potent and influential maritime 
force in South Asia.  

But mistrust between the two forces runs deep. Against the backdrop of recent 
developments in South Asia, it is unlikely either will be reaching out to the other 
anytime in the near future. In the shifting sands of regional geopolitics, pillars of 
security can only be erected on firm foundations. As long as political instability and 
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mistrust exists in South Asia, there is only so much that tacit diplomatic manoeuvres 
and military exercises in the Indian Ocean can help in achieving. 

Notes: http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/international/27-Nov-
2012/iran-warships-returning-to-sudan 

(Abhijit Singh is a research fellow at the National Maritime Foundation at New Delhi. He writes 
on political and strategic issues in West and South Asia.) 

Source: Eurasia Review, 15 March 

Pakistan’s Gwadar Port Project: Shielding Facts 

-- Umm-e-Habiba 

The Gwadar port is one of the major sea ports 
in the western Indian Ocean region. It lies in 
the south-western coast of Pakistan and is 
only 180 nautical miles from the Strait of 
Hormuz, the global energy conduit. Gwadar 
accordingly serves as a gateway to the Strait 
which hosts oil worth 17 million barrels per day 
for the international markets. The port’s 
strategic value is further magnified as it lies at 
the confluence of three geopolitically 
significant regions of the world, i.e., Central 
Asia, Middle East and South Asia. It is, 

nonetheless, unfortunate that a project of such tremendous national significance 
could not lift from the ground beyond the initial phase and despite passage of more 
than a decade. The statement of Minister of Port and Shipping before the Senate 
Standing Committee in August 2012 attributing the failure to Pakistan Navy’s 
hesitancy in parting with the land for the project was quite a misrepresentation of 
facts. At best, it was a poor attempt to shift the burden of responsibility for lack of 
progress in making the port functional from political domain to the navy. 

The port was handed over to Port of Singapore Authority (PSA) in February 2007 for 
a period of 40 years. According to settled terms and conditions of the agreement 
between PSA and Gwadar Port Authority (GPA), PSA had to invest $3 billion in the 
project, out of which $550 million were to be invested in the first five years. Several 
concessions were provided to PSA in the form of Free Trade Zone, exemption from 
corporate tax etc. A tax-free umbrella was also extended to the construction material 
and equipment as well as operation of the port. Moreover the bunker oil used in the 
port or sold to visiting ships was also declared as duty free. These privileges were 
declared valid throughout the concession period which was for 20 years from the 
date of the agreement. Of a total of 2200 acres of land at Gwadar earmarked for 
PSA’s operational activities, also included was about 584 acres at Shamba Ismail 
(Gwadar) exclusively belonging to Pakistan Navy. Interestingly the land at Shamba 
Ismail had been under the legal ownership of Pakistan Navy (PN) since 1980. It was 
procured by Pakistan Navy from the government of Baluchistan purely for 
assembling defensive, logistics and operational needs which made it the official 
owner much before the GPA-PSA deal was even dreamed up. 

http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/international/27-Nov-2012/iran-warships-returning-to-sudan
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/international/27-Nov-2012/iran-warships-returning-to-sudan
http://www.eurasiareview.com/15032013-pakistan-and-aman-13-building-maritime-bridges-on-shifting-sands-analysis/
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Much against above, the land at Shamba Ismail was made part of Gwadar Port 
Development plan in 2004-5, without following even the rudimentary legal procedure 
or involvement of Pakistan Navy. The case was presented to the then Prime Minister 
of Pakistan through Ministry of Port and Shipping in 2008. Subsequent scrutiny of 
the records and facts revealed PN’s claim to be just and legal. Considering the land 
in possession of PN to be vital for national maritime defence, the Prime Minister 
directed PN to spare only 30 acres of the land for development of rail/road link 
essential for operations of PSA. In the larger national interest however, it was agreed 
to hand over the fully developed land to Ministry of Ports and Shipping/ GPA on the 
proviso that an equal and appropriate allotment be made at Gwadar; development 
funds be provided by Ministry of Ports and Shipping and PN be allowed to retain 84 
acres at Shamba Ismail for operational errands. Consequently, Government of 
Baluchistan offered two pieces of land to Pakistan Navy. Feasibility studies for both 
were conducted, and land proposed at North Bay of Phishukan was found 
appropriate and indicated to all concerned accordingly. 

The August 2012 statement by the Minister for Ports and Shipping thus belies his 
claim that Government’s failure to transfer 584 acres of land in ownership of PN had 
been the major obstacle towards meeting contractual terms with PSA. The claim is 
contradictory to actual facts. PN has communicated its willingness to part with land 
at Shamba Ismail subject to conditions identified. It is common knowledge that 
contract with PSA was the result of political expediency and was executed in haste in 
a non-transparent, non professional manner. It contained numerous clauses that at 
best made the agreement ‘suspect’. Instead of protecting the mutual interests of the 
contracting parties, the agreement terms overwhelmingly favoured PSA. It would be 
in the fitness of matter if the nature of checks or oversight mechanism between 
2007-12 is made public. It is believed and, not without substance that PSA did not 
fulfil even the conditions of the ‘Concession Agreement’. For the said reason alone, 
the port which was once deemed to provide an economic windfall opportunity for the 
country was rendered a white elephant. The recent handing over of the operational 
rights of Gwadar port to China though late is indeed a welcome step. One only 
hopes that the project becomes a profitable national enterprise sooner rather than 
later. 

(Umm-e-Habiba is M.Sc in International Relations from Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad and 
a research Analyst of Pakistan and International Politics.) 

Source: Eurasia Review, 16 March 

When India (Almost) Invaded Mauritius  

-- Rory Medcalf 

When one thinks of nations that have projected 
substantial military force on faraway islands 
countries like the United States, Britain, and the 
Soviet Union are likely to come to mind. Less 
common is for one to mention India. But some 
fascinating new research about the planning for an 
aborted 1983 military intervention in Mauritius 

http://www.eurasiareview.com/16032013-pakistans-gwadar-port-project-shielding-facts-oped/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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suggests that India is capable of thinking big about expeditionary operations, and 
that New Delhi will be far from a passive player in the contested Indian Ocean 
theatre. 

Nobody yet knows how an increasingly powerful India will behave in the looming 
Indo-Pacific era. But it would be foolish to assume that its security and foreign policy 
instincts will always be opposed to power projection and intervention. In fact, to 
India’s mixed record of foreign adventures, actual and contemplated – from Sri 
Lanka and East Pakistan, to Seychelles and the Maldives – must now be added the 
story of Operation Lal Dora.  

According to the groundbreaking new research by Australian scholar David Brewster 
and former Indian Director of Naval Intelligence Ranjit Rai, Indira Gandhi’s 
government began serious planning for an armed intervention to prevent a feared 
coup to against India-friendly Anerood Jugnauth government in Mauritius. In those 
Cold War days, Mauritius was torn by serious tensions along ideological and ethnic 
lines, and India had no doubts over whether this strategically-located Indian Ocean 
state was in its rightful sphere of interest.  Another consideration was the welfare of 
the Indian-majority population on the island.  

According to Brewster and Rai’s intriguing paper, an army battalion was actually 
mobilized and moved from Hyderabad to Mumbai, though never embarked; 
inconveniently, the navy had not been told to expect them. Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi’s final decision not to deploy these forces was influenced by a fundamental 
clash of advice between the navy – which was reportedly in favour of the operation – 
and the army, which warned that India didn’t possess the necessary capabilities.  

It is hard to imagine the Indian Navy being able to smoothly deploy a large army 
contingent all the way to Mauritius on what would essentially have been a task force 
of destroyers – it had no amphibious lift to speak of. But the intention was there and 
who can be certain that in its tradition of jugaad (improvisation) India would not have 
found a way? 

What has changed since 1983? 

More than ever, India is determined to define the Indian Ocean as its nautical 
backyard. There is little doubt that the Indian national interest and popular 
perceptions both demand that India strive to be the most powerful nation in these 
waters. Today, it is potential Chinese influence— not American or Soviet— that 
preoccupies Indian strategic thinking.  India’s maritime security interests are now 
also entwined with a critical dependence on seaborne energy supplies. 

Moreover, the growing presence of Indian economic entities and Indian nationals in 
sometimes unstable foreign lands, combined with the influential Indian media’s 
outrage whenever an Indian national gets into strife overseas, means that pressures 
will only grow for the Indian government to deploy all the means at its disposal to 
protect Indian interests and honour abroad.  

Gradually India is building a credible amphibious capability, as well as workable 
security partnerships with a widening range of nations. So next time an Indian leader 
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just might get a response when he or she asks the military brass for options to 
protect interests beyond the subcontinent. 

(Rory Medcalf directs the international security program at the Lowy Institute in Sydney and is 
also a non-resident Senior Fellow with the Brookings Institution. He is a former diplomat, 
intelligence analyst and journalist whose work covers a wide spectrum of strategic and 
geopolitical issues in Indo-Pacific Asia.)  

Source: The Diplomat, 19 March 

After the Aircraft Carrier: 3 Alternatives to the Navy’s Vulnerable Flattops 

-- David Axe 

The US Navy’s huge, nuclear-
powered aircraft carriers — capital 
ships that have long dominated 
military planning and budgeting — 
are slowly becoming obsolete, 
weighed down by escalating costs, 
inefficiency and vulnerability to the 
latest enemy weapons. But if the 
super carrier is sinking, what could 
rise to take its place? Smaller, 
cheaper flattops; modified tanker 
ships; and missile-hauling 
submarines are three cheaper, 

more efficient and arguably more resilient options. Navy Capt. Jerry Hendrix, a 
historian, analyst and futurist, caused a stir by making the case against the Navy’s 
cherished super carrier fleet. Hendrix’s recent study ”At What Cost a Carrier?” 
published by the Washington, DC-based Center for a New American Security, urges 
the Navy to begin drawing down its 10-11 Nimitz-class flattops and follow-on Ford-
class vessels. A single new carrier costs $14 billion to build plus $7 million a day to 
operate. “Not a good use of U.S. taxpayer money,” Hendrix asserts. Moreover, he 
contends that huge carriers with their five-acre flight decks and scores of warplanes 
are ill-suited to the American way of war, in which precision and avoiding civilian 
casualties are more important than overwhelming firepower. Worst, Hendrix warns, 
the carriers — major symbols of American military might — are increasingly big 
targets for China’s DF-21D ship-killing ballistic missiles. The Navy is unlikely to 
decommission its giant flattops, to say the least. But should it start taking Hendrix’s 
advice, one or more of the following vessels could sail in their place. 

Flattop Lite 

Hendrix alludes to “light amphibious 
carriers” as possible replacements 
for the super carriers, but fails to 
mention the specific vessel type best 
suited to this role. The future USS 
America, nearing completion at a 
shipyard in Mississippi, is roughly 

http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/03/19/when-india-almost-invaded-mauritius/
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half the size of today’s Nimitz class and less than a third the cost. Though, 
technically a transport for Marines and their helicopters, America also supports 
Harrier jump jets and the still-in-development F-35B model of the stealthy Joint Strike 
Fighter, which like the Harrier can land vertically on small flight decks. Hendrix also 
called for the development of a long-range, armed drone able to launch from ships 
such as America. The Pentagon has already taken steps toward that goal. In theory, 
the Navy could acquire and operate dozens of America-class vessels for the price of 
the 10 current carriers — and therein lies the smaller ships’ key advantage. 
According to one popular theory of naval warfare, it’s better to deploy large numbers 
of smaller ships than small numbers of bigger ships. The idea is that a more 
numerous and spread out “distributed” fleet is harder to disable with weapons such 
as the DF-21D. By this way of thinking, the super carriers represent single points of 
failure, whereas a larger fleet of “flattop lites” means redundancy and resilience amid 
combat losses. If there’s a downside to the gas-powered America class, of which the 
Navy has ordered two, it’s the type’s limited speed and range compared to a nuclear-
powered vessel — plus its lack of a steam catapult. It’s the absence of a catapult 
that prevents America from launching F/A-18 Hornets, X-47B jet-powered drones 
and other high-performance aircraft and instead compels it to wait for the troubled F-
35B and brand-new drone types. 

Everything’s a Carrier 

Taking the notion of a distributed fleet even 
further, the Navy could potentially replace 
the aviation capability of today’s super 
carriers with O most other ships in the fleet. 
Increasingly, all new warships — from the 
small Littoral Combat Ships to the latest 
Lewis and Clark-class supply vessels — 
come with extra-large flight decks. More and 
more, every ship is partially a carrier. The 
Navy’s latest support vessel stretches this 
concept to the extreme. The Montford Point, 

a modified oil tanker launched late last year, is primarily meant to transport 
hovercraft for beach assaults. But a future version of the $500-million ship will 
include a roughly 500-foot-long flight deck that could support helicopters, drones and 
potentially even F-35Bs. But like the America class, the Montford Points will not have 
catapults. And as modified tanker ships, they lack armour and defensive systems, 
making them potentially more vulnerable to enemy attack once located. (Although 
again, a distributed fleet could have greater overall resilience.) Plus, they’re slow, 
capable of just over half the speed of a super carrier. Still, as part of a widely 
distributed fleet of aviation-capable ships, future flight-deck-equipped Montford 
Points could support all but the biggest planes. And since they cost just 4 percent the 
price of a super carrier, the Navy could afford lots of them. 

Underwater Arsenal 

One thing super carriers do better 
than other ships are deliver tons of 
high explosives onto distant pinpoint 
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targets fast. The means of delivering this firepower is, of course, the flattop’s 40-plus 
fighter-bombers. But as Hendrix points out, the Navy possesses another method of 
blasting targets at long-range: precision-guided Tomahawk cruise missiles. No 
vessel packs more Tomahawks than the sailing branch’s four Ohio-class guided-
missile submarines. Converted from their original role carrying nuclear-tipped 
ballistic missiles, the so-called SSGNs each pack as many as 154 cruise missiles in 
vertical tubes and can fire them stealthily from underwater. The SSGNs are getting 
on in years and could begin retiring in the mid-2020s. The cash-strapped Navy says 
it can’t afford to build new submarines with an equivalent missile load, and instead is 
planning on slightly increasing the much more modest Tomahawk load out on some 
of the smaller Virginia-class attack subs. But if the pricey super carriers go away, the 
Navy could find itself with money to spare for a new class of missile subs or more of 
the enhanced Virginias with extra cruise missiles. Compared to today’s fleet balance 
that would mean a radical shift in resources from the surface force to the subsurface 
force. But if the big flattops end up being replaced by smaller, cheaper aviation 
vessels — however numerous — more subs could be the best way to maintain the 
Navy’s overall striking power. In any event, the Navy has options. Sinking the super 
carriers, as Hendrix advises, does not mean giving up on naval aviation or on the 
ability to strike targets at long range. Indeed, the hundreds of billions of dollars the 
sailing branch would save over a period of decades with the flattops’ retirement 
could lead to new ships, new methods and new attitudes — and, effectively, a 
revolution in naval warfare. 

Source: Wired, 20 March 

US-Australia Cooperation in Times of Austerity 

-- Thomas G. Mahnken 

In a period of limited and increasingly 
constrained defence resources, both the 
United States and Australia need to be looking 
for defence options that promise especially 
high leverage in the context of the changing 
military balance in the Asia–Pacific region. 
Four such options stand out: developing an 
integrated ISR network in the Western Pacific, 
bolstering allied undersea warfare, expanding 
munitions interoperability, and investing 
selectively in high-payoff capabilities. 

An integrated ISR network for the 
Western Pacific 

In light of the changing military balance in 
the Western Pacific, it makes sense for the 
United States to seek new ways of 
reassuring allies and friends and 
generating collective responses to crisis 
and aggression. An integrated Intelligence, 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2013/03/replacing-aircraft-carriers/all/
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Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) network represents a promising approach to 
do just that. First, the United States is stepping up its ISR assets in the region and 
recently deployed Global Hawk high-altitude, long-endurance UAVs to Guam. 
Second, a growing number of U.S. allies and friends in the region are interested in 
acquiring new ISR assets. As part of its ongoing force posture review, for example, 
Australia is exploring the use of the Cocos Island for maritime air patrol and 
surveillance activities. 

Although Washington and Canberra have for decades enjoyed extensive 
information-sharing agreements, it makes sense to complement them with an 
arrangement to share less sensitive information with a wider set of partners. Indeed, 
an integrated ISR architecture would in principle be designed to be open to all: states 
would contribute ISR assets and would in return receive the common operating 
picture the network generated. An integrated ISR architecture in the Western Pacific 
would have several advantages. 

 First, it would provide the United States, its regional allies and friends a common 
picture of activity in the Western Pacific. Such a shared understanding may be a 
necessary precondition to collective action. Second, such an approach could 
represent a significant deterrent to hostile action. It would be harder for an aggressor 
to act without being caught, and an attack on the network would amount to an attack 
on all its members. 

Allied undersea warfare cooperation 

The United States has enjoyed a hard-
earned comparative advantage in 
undersea warfare for decades. Moreover, 
the United States is fortunate to have 
allies that also have highly capable 
undersea forces, including Australia. The 
United States should ensure that Australia 
retains its comparative advantage in 
undersea warfare. We should, for example, 

encourage Canberra to develop the shore infrastructure that would allow U.S. 
nuclear attack submarines to operate out of or rotate through Perth and Brisbane, as 
recommended by the Australian Force Posture Review. We should also offer to 
develop increasingly capable unmanned undersea vehicles with our close allies, 
including Australia. Finally, we should work with Australia to ensure that whatever 
submarine Canberra selects to replace the Collins class represents a step forward in 
interoperability with the United States. Indeed, the United States should give 
Canberra the option to lease or purchase Virginia-class SSNs to replace the Collins 
class. 

Precision munitions 

It also makes sense to expand allied 
interoperability in areas that are likely to 
experience heavy demand and where 
the United States and Australia can 
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together achieve economies of scale, including in munitions and other expendables. 
Over the last decade, the use of precision munitions has become routine, even 
expected. Even campaigns of modest scope may experience the expenditure of 
large numbers of precision weapons. The United States and Australia should 
consider increasing cooperation and interoperability on precision munitions, to 
include the establishment of common stockpiles of these weapons. 

Common investment in high-payoff 
capabilities 

Finally, despite defence austerity, neither 
the United States nor Australia can afford 
to neglect research and development of 
emerging capabilities that may offer a high 
payoff in the future, including autonomous 
weapons and directed energy. To the 
extent possible, Washington should work 

closely with Canberra on these areas, in particular where Australia has unique 
capabilities it can bring to bear. Allied cooperation efforts such as those outlined 
above represent some of the most attractive options for mitigating risk in an era of 
reduced defence budgets on both sides of the Australia–United States alliance. 

(Thomas G. Mahnken is currently Jerome E. Levy Chair of Economic Geography and National 
Security, US Naval War College. This piece originally appeared on the Australian Strategic 
Policy Institute's The Strategist blog.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 23 March 

America’s Air-Sea Battle, Arctic Style 

-- James Holmes 

Call them American strategy's Odd 
Couple. Working together, the U.S. 
Coast Guard and Air Force could be 
the best defenders of U.S. policy in 
the Arctic Ocean, a theatre that will 
expand and contract each year and 
where threats will — cross your 
fingers — remain modest in scope. 
Light combat forces patrolling the 
sea under the protective umbrella of 
land-based fighter cover may well be 
enough to manage events in 
northern waters. Ergo, it's worth 

thinking ahead about the material and human adaptations necessary to help such an 
Odd Couple fight together. 

Think about it. One partner is an aviation force, the other a sea service. One 
operates under Pentagon jurisdiction, the other under the Department of Homeland 

http://www.aspistrategist.org.au/strengthening-the-australia-us-alliance-in-a-period-of-constraint/
http://www.aspistrategist.org.au/
http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/03/23/u-s-australia-cooperation-in-times-of-austerity/?all=true
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Security. One is a combat arm designed to break things and kill people, the other a 
constabulary agency meant primarily to execute U.S. law in offshore waters and 
skies and render aid and comfort following natural disasters. 

Getting unlike institutions to work together smoothly is invariably an arduous chore 
involving not just hardware fixes but cultural transformation. The officers who would 
superintend such an unconventional joint force are now entering the service. 
Acquainting them with the brave new world they may face seems only prudent — 
and will help instil the right habits of mind. Gradual generational change will equip 
the services to manage unfamiliar challenges. 

You guessed it: ever faithless, the Naval Diplomat has been stepping out again. This 
time, I hold forth on maritime strategy for a fully navigable Arctic. This isn't a strategic 
question that demands an answer today, but it is an important one. A former U.S. 
Navy chief oceanographer, Rear Admiral David Titley, projects that the polar sea 
could be ice-free for a month each year by 2035. That's a mere tick of the clock in 
historical time. 

If events bear out Titley's timetable, the Arctic promises to be a peculiar theatre. 
Within its outer boundaries — traced by the coastlines of the five nations that front 
on polar waters, along with nautical entryways such as the Bering Strait — the 
ocean's size and shape will presumably fluctuate along with global temperatures. 
The ice will advance and retreat unevenly, and at varying rates, as the icecap thaws 
and refreezes. Thus the sea lines of communication may shift from year to year, if 
not within each summer. A combat theatre that morphs from one thing into another 
and back again as time passes is a strange beast indeed. The Western Pacific may 
be a difficult zone of operations, but at least you know where geographic features 
are. The Arctic map may need to be continuously amended for shipping to safely 
transit the region. 

Such quirks matter. The prospect of an ice-free polar ocean raises the possibility of 
geopolitical competition or conflict. Undersea resources such as oil and natural gas 
beckon. Russia leapt at the opportunity, for instance, by symbolically planting its flag 
on the ocean floor underneath the North Pole. Canada has been mulling over its own 
posture now that Russia will be a much closer maritime neighbour than before. The 
United States is belatedly getting into the act, along with Denmark and Norway. 
Staking claims to this new, old frontier under the law of the sea constitutes an 
obvious step. Economic development is Job One for any government worth its salt. 
In northern waters, as in warmer climates like the South China Sea, the chance to 
extract natural resources — and accelerate economic development — could propel 
nations into diplomatic feuds or even armed strife. 

The Arctic could also become an arena for more traditional power politics. 
Geopolitical thinkers such as Halford Mackinder, Alfred Thayer Mahan, and Nicholas 
Spykman long debated the relative merits of land and sea power. They argued 
ceaselessly about whether a continental power whose seat was the Central Asian 
"Heartland," or sea powers operating around the East Asian, South Asian, and 
Western European "rimlands," held the upper hand in struggles for geopolitical 
supremacy. A navigable Arctic would open the northern rimland predictably for the 
first time, letting sea power impinge on Eurasia from northern points of the compass 
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while enabling the Heartland power — Russia, roughly speaking — to radiate power 
and influence outward. Furthermore, seemingly inescapable dilemmas confronting 
Moscow — such as how to swiftly unify a fleet fragmented between coasts 
thousands of miles apart — would become soluble, at least intermittently, by 
exploiting northern routes. 

The rhythmic character of a navigable Arctic Ocean makes it doubtful that 
Washington would deploy the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps as its primary weapon 
along the northern rampart. Surface forces could campaign for only a short time 
each year. The war fighting sea services, moreover, have bigger fish to fry in the 
Western Pacific and Indian Ocean, where the 2007 U.S. Maritime Strategy envisions 
staging preponderant combat power for the foreseeable future. Both services appear 
certain to shrink amid congressional budget-cutting, leaving them little to spare to 
mount a standing northern presence. They will have to concentrate where the 
demand is greatest rather than scattering across the globe. 

The polar expanse is also unusual from Washington's standpoint because Arctic 
waters lap against North American shores. Territorial defence is something with 
which U.S. leaders seldom have to concern themselves. The U.S. military has 
played no home-court games since World War II, when land-based bombers hunted 
U-boats in the Atlantic in concert with U.S. Navy jeep carriers and convoy escorts. 
During U-boat skippers' "happy time" in 1942, German boats rampaged up and down 
the American eastern seaboard and into Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico waters. The 
Navy units also duelled U-boats during the United States' brief but massive foray into 
World War I. The German High Seas Fleet posed at least a hypothetical threat to the 
Western Hemisphere around the turn of the century, but the Kaiser's and Admiral 
Tirpitz's imperial vision never really took shape. Though dire, these were fleeting 
menaces. 

To find the last true threat to U.S. territory, in fact, you have to look all the way back 
to the War of 1812, when seaborne British expeditionary forces burned the White 
House and the Royal Navy throttled American commerce. Should the Arctic indeed 
open, U.S. leaders thus may find themselves compelled to relearn habits of strategic 
thought that have lain dormant for two centuries. Washington can turn the logic of 
anti-access and area denial to its advantage, harnessing land-based engines of war 
— combat aircraft, anti-ship cruise missiles, and so forth — as implements of sea 
power. But that's different from projecting power onto faraway coasts, and demands 
a different mindset. 

Which could leave the U.S. Coast Guard — the chief steward of offshore maritime 
security, and the service with the most experience plying northern waters — 
occupying the forefront of U.S. Arctic strategy. Suitably augmented for combat 
missions, Coast Guard cutters could represent the vanguard of America's Arctic 
strategy. My recent article raises and ventures preliminary answers to such 
questions as: why are the Coast Guard and Navy different despite operating in the 
same, aquatic and medium? Why is strategy different for navies and coast guards? 
Who's the "enemy" for a coast guard, and why does that matter in practical terms? 
And how well equipped is the Coast Guard to hold the line during a hot war, until the 
Navy and Marines can rush heavy firepower to its rescue? 
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One nagging question lingers. The Coast Guard might have to rediscover its roots as 
an auxiliary combat force, commanding offshore waters for a time. But where would 
its air arm come from? The Coast Guard's modest inventory includes no combat 
aircraft. Nothing would keep enemy warplanes from walloping Coast Guard flotillas 
unless the Pentagon supplied tactical air power. And if you want air cover over 
waters adjoining American seacoasts, the U.S. Air Force would be an obvious 
partner to enlist. The Air Force has reinvented itself as an expeditionary service 
since the Cold War. Why not plan to configure an expeditionary air wing for polar 
operations; temporarily stage that force in, say, Alaska during the warm months each 
year; and develop skills and doctrine that allow Air Force airmen to back up their 
brethren of the sea? Such a joint force could deter conflict or, failing that, supply 
some interim combat power until the heavy cavalry arrived on scene. Coast Guard 
and Air Force capabilities might look like a strange alloy for a weapon of sea power. 
But it's worth experimenting with such mix-and-match force packages as American 
commanders contemplate a radically different maritime future. Call it Air-Sea Battle, 
Arctic style! 

(James Holmes is professor of strategy at the U.S. Naval War College and co-author of Red 
Star over the Pacific. He writes The Naval Diplomat blog. The views voiced here are his alone.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 23 March 

Manila’s South China Sea Gambit 

-- Rory Medcalf 

Ever since the South China Sea 
disputes resurfaced a few years ago, 
country after country has insisted that 
the issue be managed, clarified and 
resolved in line with international law.  
From Jakarta to Tokyo, Washington to 
Brussels, Singapore to Seoul, Canberra 
to New Delhi, the refrain has been 
broadly familiar – the solution to security 
tensions near the world’s busiest sea-
lanes needs to involve a rules-based 
order. Yet for a full two months since 

one claimant country decided to put this idea into practice, the rule-of-law cheer 
squad has been strangely mute. On January 22 this year, Manila notified Beijing that 
it would be seeking international arbitration under the UNCLOS. The process is due 
to go ahead in ITLOS, an international tribunal under that convention, not in the 
International Court of Justice, because that would require the consent of both parties. 
China is most pointedly withholding its consent. It is refusing to acknowledge the 
proceedings. 

Why the almost worldwide silence? One explanation is that not encouraging the 
Philippines will help perpetuate regional stability, however fragile that may be. The 
logic here is that a public round of praise for Manila’s decision to take legal action 
would further isolate China, adding to its perceptions of being encircled and therefore 

http://thediplomat.com/2013/03/23/americas-airsea-battle-arctic-style/?all=true
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playing to the arguments of China’s hawks. But surely a chorus of moral support for 
the principle of international arbitration under a UN convention could also feed into 
the necessary debate in China about its self-inflicted failures in projecting a non-
threatening image to the world. 

Another argument is that this bid will damage further the prospects for the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and China to negotiate a binding 
code of conduct to manage South China Sea disputes. If this really amounts to the 
Philippines letting down ASEAN, surely it can say it was let down by ASEAN first. 
After last year’s debacle, in which China successfully used Cambodia as its proxy to 
prevent ASEAN consensus in support of a binding code, what are the prospects for a 
serious agreement anyway? 

In the South China Sea, as in the East China Sea, Chinese maritime agencies seem 
repeatedly to have used the risk of an incident at sea as a tool of policy, a tactic to 
draw attention to China’s claims – and there’s no evidence yet they are willing to give 
that instrument away. 

Manila’s quest could take several years of legal proceedings, but it is not quixotic. 
The submission was carefully put. It is not asking for maritime boundaries to be 
delineated. Instead, it is asking for a ruling on the validity under UNCLOS of China’s 
expansive ‘Nine-Dashed Line,’ and on whether the land features in the South China 
Sea are rocks or submerged features rather than islands. Of course, this latter point 
would affect the limits of the territorial waters that China could claim. In addition, the 
Philippines has submitted that China is occupying rocks, not islands, on the 
contested Scarborough Reef, that China is building illegal structures on submerged 
features, and that Chinese harassment of Philippine nationals at sea is also illegal 
under UNCLOS. 

Unless China or others somehow persuade it to withdraw its case, the Philippines 
presumably stands a chance of eventually obtaining a ruling that suits its interests on 
one or more of these points. Even if China refuses to recognize the outcome, this 
could still provide precedent and arguments for other countries to advance in other 
circumstances. Even that could prove to be in the wider interests of a rules-based 
maritime order for the Indo-Pacific commons. It would be curious to see which 
countries, silent now, might welcome such an outcome. 

Source: The Diplomat, 25 March 

Sagar Parikrama 2: The Sea and I 

-- Smita Nair 

Lt Cdr Abhilash Tomy, an Indian 
Navy aviator, is set to be the first 
Indian to sail solo non-stop around 
the world. Smita Nair tracks his 
incredible journey— his depleting 
food stocks, the climb up the boat's 

http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/03/25/manilas-south-china-sea-gambit/
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25-metre mast and why he was upset as his boat rounded the Cape Horn. 

Four days after his boat was flagged off from Mumbai's Gateway of India on 
November 1, 2012, Lt Cdr Abhilash Tomy realised he had forgotten to pack oyster 
sauce, his preferred ingredient for stir-fry vegetables. Days later, as he headed 
towards Cyclone Nilam, his definition of "misery" was the absence of a chopping 
board, which meant the vegetables went "whole" into the pan. "You see, for me, the 
voyage is about letting go of my needs," says the 34-year-old Indian Navy officer. 

Not that he could have had it any other way. A solo, non-stop circumnavigation 
meant he could return to Mumbai only after he clocked a distance of 21,600 nautical 
miles, sailing south of the Great Capes—Cape Leeuwin, Cape Horn and Cape of 
Good Hope—crossing the equator twice as he covered the circumference of the 
Earth. As he completes his five-month-long voyage, titled Sagar Parikrama 2, on the 
56-foot-long INSV Mhadei (he clocked almost 22,000 nautical miles in 150 days) and 
comes home to Mumbai, where a presidential welcome awaits him, Abhilash Tomy 
will become the first Indian and probably the first professional aviator to cover three 
oceans—Indian Ocean, South Atlantic and South Pacific—unassisted and non-stop. 

"I had packed 50 cans of soft drinks for 180 days and they ran out soon, which 
means one after every fourth day proved to be very, very special," says Abhilash, a 
maritime reconnaissance pilot with the Navy. But longing for cola was the least of his 
concerns. 

So far, there have only been 78 people around the world who have sailed solo and 
returned to tell the tale. Also, when he crossed the 10,000 nautical mile mark non-
stop on January 9, 2013, he became the first Indian to do so. 

*** 

With no land in sight for long spells, Abhilash says the unpredictable nautical life was 
like surviving in "washing machine conditions" as his bobbing boat kept pace with 
cyclones, currents, squalls, trade winds (they are his "jinx"). He had to pull 100 
kilogram’s on hot days with bare hands as he hoisted and dropped the sail (at times, 
thrice a day), and sometimes had to avoid 5,000-mile-long nautical obstacle courses. 

The oceans introduced themselves soon enough. He hit his first gale at 30 knots in 
the first month of the voyage. The water purifier packed up in the first leg, while the 
fresh water got contaminated before he crossed the equator the second time. While 
the "working grime" kept his skin tanned, the growing beard kept poking the 
weathered skin. His "naughty-cal" beard—as Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, the world's 
first solo non-stop circumnavigator puts it—has its set of admirers. "I guess half the 
women I know love the beard. The other half wants me to get rid of it. My guess is, 
the first half love me as a sailor, the other love me as a pilot," he says. 

On many days, his idea of survival was poring over weather charts to look for 
"fleeting safe corridors through the Indian Ocean's doldrums" or drinking the fresh 
water he used to rinse his utensils after his stock of drinking water got contaminated. 
From taking bath in sea water at six degrees ("foolish decision, utterly foolish"), to 
touching 58.5 degrees south in the foggy South Pacific (possibly the farthest any 
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Indian sailor has touched under sail) to a nagging headache on Valentine's Day, the 
sea had its share of surprises. The only constants: the changing sky and his longing 
for popcorn and chocolates. 

On many days, when he was tired of packaged food, he would boil potatoes with sea 
water. Drinking just one litre of water, he lost around two kilos every week in the first 
month. "My legs have gone weak, I realised that on the return journey," he says on 
Gmail chat. 

His boat's Genoa, the head sail, which stitches the boat to the mast, paid its 
obeisance to the icy might of Cape Horn with a four-inch tear. It finally shred into 
pieces after a 130 kmph wind tore it off at the graveyard Cape, the Cape of Good 
Hope. For days, he had to climb up the 25-metre cold mast, with the boat moving at 
a speed of 30 kmph, without anyone to winch him up. On his voyage blog, Abhilash 
uses an aviation metaphor as he compares the fluttering of the shredded sail to the 
sound of "an approaching aircraft". 

The loner that he is, Abhilash says he did not feel the need for distractions. "I was 
never bored and could sit thinking and doing nothing for hours," he says. Still, he did 
have re-reading sessions of the "all-weather book" One Hundred Years of Solitude, 
followed by Will Durant's Story of Philosophy, Maxim Gorky's The Mother and Black 
Swan, another "quasi philosophical book". And sometimes, tinkle. 

*** 

On January 26, as INSV Mhadei rounded the Cape Horn (the day also marked his 
parents' 35th wedding anniversary), Abhilash did a surprise flag-hoisting that was 
followed by a "flypast of albatrosses and cormorants and a steam-past of smiling 
dolphins". The photograph of this event, captured on his camera and which he 
uploaded on his Facebook page, got over 5,000 likes. 

Cape Horn is a psychological mark, signifying the nearing of the end of the voyage. 
He says he went into depression after that. "One may not understand this, but it is 
like I have never been on shore. I realised then that the voyage was ending," he says. 
Someone special had even got him a gold ear ring to mark the occasion (sailors who 
round the Cape Horn wear a gold ring). 

"I used to be a racing sailor when I started off, so speed was everything to me. I was 
always in a hurry to get to the next port. So I would race towards the comforts of 
land—a proper bed, fresh water, fan, food. Not this time," he says. The shredded 
Genoa taught him patience. And the strength to deal with long days of solitude. 
Speaking from his home in Ernakulam, Kerala, Abhilash's father Lt Commander 
(retd) Valliara Chacko Tomy, 61, says Abhilash's yoga meditation in the moving boat 
must have stopped him from jumping off the boat. But it didn't save his diary. "It had 
to go into the Indian Ocean. I had begun writing it from the day I started this voyage. 
It had my secret thoughts. But I could not have carried it around all my life—that 
would have been too much of a burden," he says. 

Sleep eluded him. Early morning on March 25, towards the end of his last leg, a 
severely sleep-deprived Abhilash dreamt of taking off on a Dornier and crashing it 
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against a wall. "They have been dreams bordering on hallucination," he says, adding, 
"I came out of it alive, so it was ok." He now wants to return to read Voltaire and 
maybe try paragliding. 

*** 

IN 2007, it was Vice Admiral (Retd) Manohar Awati who came up with the idea of a 
solo circumnavigation. He convinced the Navy that for a maritime nation like India, it 
was a feat waiting to be achieved. And that's how Indian Navy's clearance diver Cdr 
Dilip Donde was chosen for Sagar Parikrama 1 and Goa-based boat maker Ratnakar 
Dandekar was given the job of making the sail boat. 

"It was a first for anyone in the country, so we used help from all possible quarters," 
says Dandekar. The mast was from South Africa, the design purchased from a Dutch 
studio, and with a cost of Rs 4.25 crore, the first such sail boat was commissioned 
and named 'INSV Mhadei'. In August 2009, Donde sailed the Mhadei around the 
world with four stops, with Abhilash chosen as the shore support crew. Abhilash 
would be stationed at Mumbai, Fremantle (Australia), Lyttelton port (New Zealand), 
Port Stanley (Falkland Islands) and Cape Town (South Africa) and help Donde stock 
up on supplies. 

It was during one such stop in March 2010, sitting at a restaurant in Cape Town and 
nibbling over sushi, that Donde realised the next best thing to do with INSV Mhadei 
was a non-stop circumnavigation. He saw in Abhilash a logical successor. "He knew 
how to shape the sail to get the best speed," says Donde. Also a listkeeper with 
Sagar Parikrama 1, Donde knew Abhilash's meticulousness would come in handy. 
"He would keep checking. Keep drafting the plan," he recalls. 

Abhilash, who has clocked 1,300 hours on a Dornier, says, "When it comes to a 
plane, there is a common saying: 500 per cent on ground, 50 per cent in air. That 
helped in this voyage. Prepare, prepare, prepare, before one actually takes off," he 
says. 

All this aviator precision threatened to come undone, because of one serious flaw—
Abhilash couldn't cook. "I knew his lack of cooking was going to be the first 
impediment. I asked him one day, 'How do you boil lentils?' He went blank," Donde 
recalls. 

After the first Sagar Parikrama ended in May 2010, Donde and Abhilash took Mhadei 
on a race between Cape Town and Rio de Janeiro. At each phase between India, 
Mauritius, Cape Town and Rio and back, Donde groomed Abhilash from being a 
crew member to first mate, to skipper and finally solo after he handed INSV Mhadei 
to him at Cape Town. It was on that trip—from Goa to Cape Town and back—that he 
first tested his cooking skills. "I used to think cooking was magic or witchcraft. You 
put a lot of things in together and something totally new comes out. The first time I 
cooked for myself on the boat was when I was sailing solo from Cape Town to India," 
he says. 

Donde, who mentored Abhilash on every aspect of the voyage, recalls going to the 
DRDO's Defence Food Research Laboratory in Mysore for Abhilash and picking a 
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sample of everything. They sent him back saying they "never had anyone go for 
such voyages" and most of their food was for high altitudes. "Imagine, we were an 
anomaly there," laughs Donde. Dehydrated food items were also sourced from New 
Zealand. And some from a kitchen platform inside the fourth floor apartment of 
Riviera Apartment, Marine Drive. Much before the Indian Navy had shortlisted the 
boat maker for India's first circumnavigation in 2007, Donde's mother Meera Donde, 
67, the "kitchen manager" to both the Sagar Parikramas, was stuffing food in airtight 
containers and stocking it on a platform window. 

"I kept them near the window, facing the sea breeze, to acclimatise them to sea 
conditions. I would open them after six months and eat it. Some things clicked, 
others didn't. They were our experiments to handle the sea," says Meera. It is her 
"thumb rule" of 400 gram of food that both the sailors adapted to on sea. So when 
Abhilash set off on his Sagar Parikrama, her kitchen experiments—two kilos of 
dehydrated poha and one kilo of dried prawns—were part of his list of food 
essentials too. Dead calories like chocolates were pulled out. "He would never cook, 
just munch on chocolates (if we had packed in chocolates)," recalls Meera. 

On his birthday on February 5, all these efforts saw Abhilash celebrate with ice 
cream, apricot crumble, fresh apple, kheer, halwa and with DRDO-supplied roti and 
dal. 

*** 

"He was always near a sailing club," recalls his father of his son's love for boats. 
Much earlier in life, Abhilash says he recalls a ship, but not the sea, from a childhood 
sailing episode. Then, one day, in sixth standard, he and a friend walked away with 
some thermocol pieces. 

"Large ones. We just sculled out into the open sea, going out in our makeshift rafts," 
says Abhilash. It was then, sailing on that reflective white boats, that the two boys 
dreamt of joining the Navy. 

His father recalls a seven-year-old Abhilash putting on a life jacket and jumping into 
the sea near Katari Baugh, near the Cochin naval quarters. "He would come home 
soaking in dirty sea water and we would ask him to bathe in the compound before 
stepping in. He would repeat it the next day," says Tomy. "A year later, he started 
taking tiny fibre boats out of the sailing club. He would go a little ahead and the small 
boat would capsize. He would repeat it every day." 

For Abhilash, the "idea of a sail boat" is the closest medium to feel the sea. "You 
need to see how a sail boat moves, with so much grace. There is nothing that can 
carry you this far into the sea and still keep you close to her. In a ship you are up so 
high above the water that it's as if you never left the shore. That is not what going to 
sea is about. You need to have salt in your beard every moment, in your eyes, in 
your armpits, in your moustache, all the while like a fisherman." 

For his mother Valsamma, all this is still new. She knows her son as the expert 
quizzer, a "calm and quiet boy" who loved his books and whose mornings were 
always long hours spent inside the loo with a book. "But this, going around the world, 
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is still new to me. Nobody who knows him well will believe it even now," she says. 
She is waiting for Abhilash to visit them at their Valliara house at Ernakulam once he 
returns. She already has a menu for him: fish fry, tomato curry with coconut garnish, 
brown rice. 

The last five months have been difficult for the couple. In a globe kept in their 
bedroom, the couple would wait for Abhilash's position report tracked by the Indian 
Navy every day. On occasions, the report was sent by Abhilash at odd hours after 
midnight as he travelled latitudes. "We had an alarm which would wake us up and 
we would check the email. We would then plot the position and time on the globe 
with a marker. On two occasions, Abhilash slept off and the tracking was delayed. 
We suffered till we found he was safe," Tomy says, adding, "It is a continuous line 
and its ink is slowly crossing the starting line." 

Sagar Parikrama 1 

Cdr Dilip Donde, a clearance diver with the navy, sailed INSV Mhadei around the 
world (with four stops) in 273 days (he was at sea for 157 days), becoming the first 
Indian to do so 

Sagar Parikrama 2 

Lt Cdr Abhilash Tomy, a maritime reconnaissance pilot, sailed the Mhadei non-stop 
and unassisted for 150 days, becoming the first Indian to circumnavigate solo. 

INSV Mhadei 

Named after River Mandovi, is of Dutch design, with the mast from South Africa, 
painted by experts in Singapore and overseen by a Dutch consultant. She has done 
60,000 nautical miles in three years—probably the only Indian Navy vessel to do so. 
She is still six tonnes heavier than boats used by circumnavigators from other 
countries, but continues to give good distance. 

Source: The Indian Express, 31 March 

 

Japan, Sri Lanka Boost Maritime Security Cooperation 

Japan and Sri Lanka agreed further 
bilateral cooperation, with Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe promising Sri Lankan 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa help in 
Indian Ocean maritime security and coast 
guard patrols. The agreement also 
included greater exchanges and training 
opportunities between their defence forces 
in fighting piracy in the waters around the 
island nation. President Rajapaksa, who is 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/the-sea-and-i/1095367/0
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on a four-day official visit in Japan, met with Prime Minister Abe in Tokyo agreed to 
“upgrade and expand” the existing bilateral agreements and discussions to 
“effectively address maritime issues common to both countries,” as stated a joint 
statement. 

Currently, these “common maritime issues and concerns” for Japan point to the 
current territorial dispute with China over the Japan-held Senkaku islets in the East 
China Sea. Abe noted in his statement that Japan is always open to dialogue, but 
told his Sri Lankan counterpart that an “attempt to change the status quo with force 
will be met with calm and resolute responses.” Rajapaksa agreed that it is best to 
resolve the dispute through dialogue. 

The statement also revealed that Japan, one of the largest donors of the South 
Asian nation, will make available 41.1 billion yen (426.2 million U.S. dollars) in loans 
and about 2.7 billion yen (about 28 million U.S. dollars) in grants for Sri Lanka’s 
infrastructure development. 

The Sri Lankan President is keen to conduct all business during his official visit. 
Rajapaksa also met with the Japanese imperial couple. Rajapaksa also had a 
meeting with Japanese Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera to discuss cooperation 
and exchanges between the maritime forces of the two nations. On his remaining 
time in Japan, Rajapaksa is expected to sign more agreements with the government 
regarding investment. 

Source: The Japan Daily Press, 15 March 

To protect its Maritime Interests, China is setting up a Civilian Coastguard 

In his final policy address before retiring, China’s then leader Hu Jintao said last 
November that the country should build itself up as a “maritime power”. His 
successor, Xi Jinping, who took over the last of Mr Hu’s remaining titles on March 
14th, appears eager to make this happen. On the same day China’s legislature 
approved steps to turn competing civilian agencies into a unified coastguard. 
Countries nearby may have mixed feelings. 

Maritime law-enforcement efforts have 
long been so divided among rival 
bureaucracies and so poorly co-ordinated 
that even in the official media they have 
been derided as “nine dragons stirring up 
the sea”, a reference to the offspring of the 
Dragon King in Chinese legend. In fact, 
five agencies have law-enforcement 
powers in waters that China claims (see 
table). But their overlapping functions are 
considered a waste of resources, as well 
as sometimes causing diplomatic problems 
through their apparent lack of co-ordination. 
In seas roiled by competing territorial 
claims, China wants an agency that can 

http://japandailypress.com/japan-sri-lanka-boost-maritime-security-cooperation-1525214
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assert more effectively what it sees as its rights. Many officials view the coastguards 
of America and Japan as models. 

Bureaucratic wrangling has long frustrated efforts to create a unified structure, but Mr 
Xi appears to have overcome this. Under the plan approved by the National People’s 
Congress, four of the agencies are to be brought together under the State Oceanic 
Administration (SOA), which is overseen by the Ministry of Land and Resources, with 
the public security ministry “giving direction”. One agency, China Marine Surveillance 
(CMS), is already under the SOA’s control. Its vessels, along with those from the 
Fisheries Law Enforcement Command, have been involved in numerous recent 
encounters in disputed waters with ships from other countries, including America and 
Japan. 

The Chinese media have lately kept up a drumbeat of announcements to show that 
China’s law-enforcement ships are stepping up their challenge to Japan’s control of 
the Senkaku islands (or Diaoyu islands, as they are called by Chinese) in the East 
China Sea. On March 12th three CMS boats were said to be sailing around the 
islands, ordering Japanese ships to leave. 

Bringing most of the agencies into one ministry should make it easier for the central 
government to oversee its strategy of sending non-military vessels to fly the flag in 
disputed areas, thereby supposedly reducing the risk of conflict. Stephanie Kleine-
Ahlbrandt of the International Crisis Group, a think-tank, sees a possible benefit in 
the merger. Better oversight, she says, might mean fewer provocations by ill-
controlled Chinese law-enforcement vessels. And a simpler structure could also 
open up new possibilities for coastguards of other countries to co-operate with China, 
an endeavour hitherto hindered by China’s bureaucratic maze. 

But the reorganisation does not appear to indicate any change in China’s more 
assertive approach to maritime territorial issues. On March 12th a senior mapping 
official from the nascent coastguard’s ministry said China planned to send a 
surveying team at “an appropriate time” to land on the Senkaku islands. This would 
be a serious escalation. Officials from both sides have so far avoided setting foot on 
the uninhabited rocks. A commentary on a government website said merging the 
agencies would not mean stripping them of their powers. They would become, it said, 
an unstoppable dragon, “full of strength from head to tail”. 

Source: The Economist, 16 March 

UK Specialist Report Highlights Rise of Maritime Crime in Southeast Asia 

A UK leading maritime intelligence provider, Dryad Maritime is to release a specialist 
report, ‘Special Advisory Southeast Asia. Disorganised theft to organised crime, 
which will focus on the rise of targeted hijackings in Southeast Asia. 

The advisory to be released on 18 March 2013 provides an overview of the security 
situation and the increased threat from maritime crime in the region. Risk analysis of 
these incidents has shown that the hijack of merchant vessels does not follow the 
same pattern as seen in the Horn of Africa where vessels and crew are taken to be 
ransomed back to their original owners. In South East Asia, hijackings are a more 

http://www.economist.com/news/china/21573607-protect-its-maritime-interests-china-setting-up-civilian-coastguard-dragons-unite
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sophisticated business, led by intelligence where vessels are targeted for their cargo 
or for the hull, to pre-arranged customers.  

Providing detailed insight into the evolving trend of marine piracy to target 
commercial vessels, the special advisory is essential reading for ship-owners, 
managers and charterers operating in maritime high risk areas spanning the 
Singapore Straits, the South China Sea and the Indonesian archipelago. The report 
offers the reader a thorough and in-depth insight into how and why the trend is 
emerging for the sophisticated boarding and hijacking of product tankers and fuel 
barges. 2012 saw an 8.5% increase in maritime crime throughout South East Asia 
which now stands at 44% of all maritime based criminal activity reported worldwide. 

Karen Jacques, Chief Operating Officer, Dryad Maritime: “Our South East Asia 
special advisory is specifically designed to forewarn and equip maritime operators 
with the latest intelligence on the region which will allow them to plan their transits 
and assess risk accurately. Our analysts have collated intelligence from a wide 
range of sources to produce this unique and essential report into the growth of 
maritime crime in the region. It highlights emerging areas of risk which cannot be 
treated with complacency and also provides clear advice that will enable Masters 
and crew to implement new procedures that will help to significantly reduce risk.”  

“The continued concentration of media attention and resources on areas such as the 
Gulf of Guinea is still important however it must not mask the essential need for the 
early identification of evolving threats in other areas. This advisory allows seafarers 
to make decisions based on accurate intelligence and therefore take preventative 
measures as necessary”.  

The report compiled by using state of the art intelligence analysis to identify risk reduction will 
be available to download on 18 March 2013 free of charge via Dryad Maritime’s website 
www.dryadmaritime.com 

Source: BYM News, 16 March 

Mauritania, Morocco Participate in International Maritime Drill 

Mauritania and Morocco were the only 
two Maghreban countries that took part 
in the international maritime security 
cooperation exercise organized lately 
off the Mauritanian and Senegalese 
coasts. This regional naval drill, 
dubbed “Saharan Express 2013″, aims 
to enhance maritime security and 
improve communication cooperation 
between the U.S., West African 

countries and their key European partners. SE-13 (7-14 March ) brought together the 
navy forces of the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Spain, Portugal, The 
Netherlands, Cape Verde, Cote d’Ivoire, Gambia, Liberia, Senegal, Sierra Leon, 
Mauritania and Morocco. 

http://www.dryadmaritime.com/
http://www.bymnews.com/news/newsDetails.php?id=115956
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This week-long exercise was an opportunity for African, European and U.S. maritime 
services to work together, share information and improve working methods to help 
West African countries better monitor their territorial waters, foster their counter-
piracy capabilities to deter illegal maritime activities such as illegal fishing, 
clandestine immigration, arms smuggling & drugs trafficking. These naval war games 
are designed to improve maritime safety and security in West Africa as nearly 80 pc 
of world commodities passes through the shores of participating countries whose 
interests are being threatened by increasing acts of sea piracy. 

The program of SE-13 also featured a wide variety of training for all participating 
forces, including at-sea ship boarding and queries, medical familiarization, air 
operations, communication drills and regional information sharing. Organized 
annually since 2011, SE-13 is one of the four African regional maritime exercises 
taking place within the frame of “Africa Partnership Station” (APS), a global maritime 
initiative developed by the US Naval Forces to build the skills, expertise and 
professionalism of African militaries, coast guards and seamen. The APS program is 
delivered in many forms including ship visits, aircraft visits, training teams, and 
Seabee construction projects throughout most of the year. APS is part of a long-term 
commitment of all participating nations and organizations from Africa, the United 
States, Europe, and South America. 

Source: The North Africa Post, 17 March 

US Maritime Body Warns of Attacks in Sea of Oman   

The US Department of Transport Maritime Administration (MARAD) has warned of 
potential attacks on shipping in regional waters, including the Sea of Oman, North 
Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden and the Bab el Mandeb Strait. In a warning issued on 
March 13, MARAD advised US flag operators with ships in the area to forward the 
advisory to their vessels, following what it termed elevated regional tensions' 
increasing the risk of maritime attacks by extremist elements. Vessels at anchor or 
operating in areas that restrict movement have been warned to be especially vigilant, 
with all ships urged to report suspicious activity. 

An official at a maritime security monitoring centre, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said that it is a concern' that the recent MARAD update of a potential 
threat in regional waters had not been given greater attention by international 
authorities. In addition, recently announced instances of piracy appear to have been 
retracted by authorities later on, the official said. ''In the past week there have been 
reports of suspected piracy-related activities, from suspicious activity, to approaches 
and even an attack on a merchant vessel heading from Djibouti to Oman being 
thwarted by an Italian patrol vessel. Now consider that a regional reporting authority 
stated that they had contacted each vessel alleged to have been involved in possible 
pirate approaches heard over VHF radio, only to be told that none of them had been 
attacked and that it was several sets of dhows and skiffs engaged in fishing activity 
in the area'.'' 

The source added, ''The matter of incidents going unreported cannot be lightly 
dismissed. There are many factors to why a ship's master may decide not to report 
an incident particularly if it may invite further questions and report-writing, or they do 

http://northafricapost.com/2995-mauritania-morocco-participate-in-international-maritime-drill.html
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not wish to bring themselves to any official attention should something untoward 
occur, or indeed simply to avoid awkward questions and not wishing to upset the 
corporate applecart. ''Suffice to say, something is going on in the region, the 
cognitive dissonance of the usually coordinated authorities is a reason for concern. 
All military, governmental and industry stakeholders agree greater coordination and 
information sharing is vital to combat piracy; mixed messages only work to confuse 
and potentially create greater tension.'' A similar warning had been issued previously 
by MARAD, in July 2012, also warning of possible attacks at sea by extremists. 

Source: MENAFN-Muscat Daily, 19 March 

New Laws Help China Grow into Maritime Power 

Maritime interests have gained an increasing amount of attention in Asia's largest 
economy, especially after the State Council announced plans to restructure the 
country's top oceanic administration to enhance maritime law enforcement 
capabilities on March 10. Legal system reform has become a top concern for the 
National People's Congress (NPC), China's top legislative body. NPC deputies have 
signalled that new regulations will aid China in upgrading its maritime capabilities 
and secure its maritime rights and interests. China first began to legislate its oceans 
in 1958, and since the 1980s the CPC has passed more than 80 sea-related laws 
and regulations, according to Xinhua News Agency. 

"Although new laws have created positive results in the past, they are no longer 
sufficient to develop and safeguard maritime rights and interests in the 21st century," 
said deputy Dai Zhongchuan, vice dean at Fujian's Huaqiao University Law School. 
Dai argued that the current Marine Environmental Protection Law needs to be 
revised in order to prevent further ecological damages to China's marine habitat. 

Such damages are mainly caused by sea reclamation. "Sea reclamation around 
China's coastal cities grows over 800 square kilometres every year, damaging the 
self-purification capabilities of sea water," Dai said. Local governments hope to boost 
their harbour economy, real estate, and coastal industries through reclamation, 
which may generate quick economic benefits, but if they don't consider the 
environment the damage can last for decades, Dai said. 

Dai explained that sea reclamation changes the shape of a coastline; often turning 
curved seashores into a straight line. Not only does this destroy wetland areas and 
reduce biodiversity, it changes local ocean currents and reduces the ocean's 
capacity to self-purify. In addition, oil spills and garbage dumping also contributes to 
sea pollution, but it only began to receive attention after the Bohai sea oil spill 
incident in 2010. "The oil will not simply pollute the water and kill off fish, it will also 
sink down to the sea floor and damage the sea environment for decades," he added. 

The Marine Environmental Protection Law was first implement in 1982 and later 
revised in 1999. "We need to revise the law and increase penalties for criminals who 
contribute to sea pollution and destruction, and increase monitoring activities of 
enterprises to insure that they comply with the new law," Dai said. Territorial disputes 
over islands in China's South and East Sea have been cause for concern in 
domestic and international circles. Jiao Nianzhi, a marine biologist at Xiamen 

http://www.menafn.com/menafn/1093619932/US-maritime-body-warns-of-attacks-Sea-of-Oman


Page 27 of 41 

University, has called for further legislation to protect the baseline points islands of 
the territorial sea based on the Island Protection Law of the People's Republic of 
China. This topic deserves more attention for the government, not only because of 
the ecological impact of the islands, but also due to maritime jurisdiction with 
neighbouring countries, Jiao said. 

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea defines exclusive economic 
zones (EEZs) as these extend from the edge of the territorial sea out to 200 nautical 
miles (370 kilometres) from the baseline. Within this area, the coastal nation has sole 
exploitation rights over all natural resources. Jiao said, there are more than 200 
islands, islets, reefs and shoals located on the Dongsha, Xisha, Zhongsha and 
Nansha island groups of the South China Sea, some of which form the baseline 
points of China's territorial sea, and if any of them are disappeared it will lead to a 
change in EEZs and our territory. 

Moreover, China and the United States territorial ranking, which is the third or fourth, 
is mainly decided by the territorial sea, and that is based on the baseline points, Jiao 
said. "Human destruction, climate change, natural disasters and corrosion all 
contribute to the destruction of islands, which will lead to their erosion within a very 
short time." he said. 

Source: China.org.cn, 19 March 

China Streamlines its Maritime Forces 

As the Chinese National People’s 
Congress reveals various governmental 
restructurings (not to be mistaken for 
reforms), an important one is the 
streamlining of Chinese maritime law 
enforcement forces. The various Chinese 
maritime law enforcement agencies, 
including the coast guard, fisheries 
enforcement, and anti-smuggling police 
forces, will be consolidated over the 
coming several years under the purview 

of the State Oceanic Administration (SOA). These various forces will serve alongside 
the SOA’s own China Maritime Surveillance forces. 

This consolidation will not only allow Beijing to better apply its burgeoning civilian 
maritime law enforcement resources against smugglers and foreign fishermen; more 
importantly, it will provide the central authorities much better ability to support its 
various maritime claims, whether it is with Japan, the Philippines, or the other 
Southeast Asian states. Given the range of agencies that currently have some 
responsibility for maritime law enforcement, streamlining the system would improve 
efficiency by reducing redundancies (and attendant overhead costs). Moreover, it 
would reduce some of the bureaucratic competition that seems to be underway to 
protect “Chinese sovereignty” over various offshore islands, reefs, and shoals. 

http://www.china.org.cn/china/NPC_CPPCC_2013/2013-03/19/content_28293300.htm
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Ideally, this bureaucratic streamlining should therefore lead to more responsible 
Chinese behaviour and greater accountability. There will be far less opportunity for 
the Chinese to deny responsibility for a maritime presence in disputed waters; 
Beijing will therefore hopefully be more amenable to discussion and negotiation. But 
the ongoing tensions in the Senkakus, underscored by the recent Chinese 
announcement that it was dispatching survey teams to the islands, suggests that the 
opposite may in fact occur. Beijing may be consolidating its control in order to have a 
more finely honed instrument with which to coerce its neighbours. Ironically, that 
same bewildering array of agencies has also given Beijing an excuse when 
confronted over dangerous behaviour. The more streamlined the organization, the 
less the Chinese can claim that the central government has no control over the 
zealous enforcement of Chinese sovereignty claims, whether regarding the 
Senkakus or the South China Sea. 

Source: The Heritage Network, 19 March 

West, Central African States to Cooperate Against Pirates 

Nearly two dozen West and Central 
African nations have pledged to 
combat the growing threat of piracy 
and maritime crime in their coastal 
waters. The two regions border the 
oil-rich Gulf of Guinea, which is 
threatening to overtake the waters 
off Somalia as the world's most 
dangerous seas for piracy.  

Maritime attacks have become 
increasingly violent as criminal 
gangs, exploiting governments' 
inability to police their coastlines, 

venture further afield from their traditional home waters off Nigeria. "The ministers 
are worried by the serious threats posed by piracy, armed robbery and other illegal 
maritime activities in the waters of Central Africa and West Africa," a statement 
released after the meeting of foreign and defence ministers in Benin said.  

The ministers called for governments to arrest and prosecute suspected pirates and 
seize any vessels believed to have been used in acts of piracy. The document also 
called upon ship owners to "take steps to protect against pirates". The agreement 
requires approval of regional heads of state. Ivory Coast recorded the first in a series 
of hijackings targeting tankers carrying refined petroleum products in October.  

The ships and their crews were all released but their cargoes were stolen. There 
were at least five attacks last month on ships off Nigeria, which has stepped up anti-
piracy operations in its waters. Three of the incidents involved the kidnappings of 
foreign crew members from cargo ships. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 20 March 

http://blog.heritage.org/2013/03/19/honing-capabilities-china-streamlines-its-maritime-law-enforcement-forces/
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/West-Central-African-States-To-Cooperate-Against-Pirates-2013-03-20/
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India Test-Fires Submarine-Launched Version of BrahMos Missile 

India successfully carried out the 
maiden test firing of the over 
290km-range submarine-launched 
version of BrahMos supersonic 
cruise missile in the Bay of Bengal 
becoming the first country in the 
world to have this capability. The 
submarine-launched version of 
BrahMos was successfully test-fired 

from an underwater pontoon near here, BrahMos CEO A Sivathanu Pillai told. This is 
the first test-firing of an underwater supersonic cruise missile anywhere in the world 
and the missile travelled its complete range of over 290km, he said. He said the 
performance of the missile during the test launch was "perfect". Ship and ground-
launched versions of the missile have been successfully tested and put into service 
with the Indian Army and the Navy. The maiden test of the submarine-launched 
version of BrahMos comes over a week after the indigenously built long-range 
subsonic cruise missile Nirbhay failed to hit its target in its first test. "BrahMos missile 
is fully ready for fitment in submarines in vertical launch configuration which will 
make the platform one of the most powerful weapon platforms in the world," Pillai 
said. Defence minister A K Antony congratulated DRDO scientists and Russian 
specialists along with officers of the Indian Navy associated with the project for 
successful test launch of missile from an underwater platform. 

Source: The Times of India, 20 March 

Japan, US Drafting Plan to Defend Disputed Islands 

Japan and the United States will draft a plan to counter any Chinese military action 
to seize disputed islands in the East China Sea. A US defence official in Washington 
told that Japan's General Shigeru Iwasaki, the chief of staff of the Japanese Self 
Defense Forces Joint Staff, is meeting in Hawaii this week with the commander of 
the US Pacific Command, Admiral Samuel Locklear, to discuss a plan to retake the 
islands, should China invade. At the Pentagon, Lieutenant Colonel Cathy Wilkinson 
confirmed only that the two are meeting in Hawaii for 'regular alliance consultations.' 
She added that the Defense Department does not discuss its military planning efforts 
and encourages China and Japan to resolve the dispute over the islands 'through 
peaceful means.' China's General Liu Yuan said that 'if there is any alternative' to 
war to solve the dispute, then there is 'no need to resort to the means of extreme 
violence for a solution.' China and Japan have a long-running dispute over the tiny, 
uninhabited islands, known as the Senkaku in Japan and the Diaoyu in China. Both 
countries claim the islands, which Japan controls. They are surrounded by rich 
fishing grounds and possibly by energy deposits. Chinese-Japanese ties sank to 
their lowest level in years last September, after Japan bought some of the islands 
from their private Japanese landowner. The move sparked days of angry protests in 
China. It also damaged trade ties between Asia's two largest economies. 

Source: Global Security, 20 March 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-03-20/india/37871259_1_underwater-pontoon-brahmos-missile-cruise-missile
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2013/03/mil-130320-voa03.htm?_m=3n%2E002a%2E759%2Ebu0ao017zf%2Eox7
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India’s Final Talwar-Class Frigate Completes Contractor Sea Trials 

INS Tarikand (F50), the Indian 
Navy's third Talwar-class warship, 
has successfully completed sea trials 
in the Baltic exclave of Kaliningrad, 
Russia, Yantar shipyard spokesman 
Sergei Mikhailov said. Mikhailov was 
quoted by RIA Novosti as saying that 
the frigate sailed in the Baltic Sea on 
5 February and completed five 
voyages that lasted for a number of 
days until 14 March, as a part of the 
sea trails. Launched in May 2011, 

the frigate is scheduled to undergo state sea trials at the Baltiisk port, Russia, before 
being delivered to the Indian Navy in the summer of 2013. The delivery follows a 
$1.6bn contract awarded to Russia in July 2006 to build three additional project 
1135.6 Talwar-class frigates, INS Teg (F45), INS Tarkash (F46) and INS Trikand 
(F50). INS Trikand is armed with eight BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles, Kashtan 
Air Defence close-in weapon systems and twin 533mm DTA-53-11356 fixed torpedo 
tube launchers firing SET-65E / 53-65KE torpedoes. 

The Yantar Shipyard-built frigate is also fitted with an AK-190 100mm naval gun, 
Shtil-1 medium-range surface-to-air missile system and 12 barrel RBU-6000 anti-
submarine warfare (ASW) rocket to fire 212mm 90R ASW rocket or RGB-60 depth 
charges. Powered by combined gas turbine propulsion systems, the modified version 
of the Krivak III-class frigates are 126m-long, capable of cruising at a maximum 
speed of 30k and can accommodate a crew of 313. INS Teg, the first frigate of the 
class, was deployed in June 2012 while the second ship, INS Tarkash, arrived at the 
port of Mumbai, India, on 30 December 2012. The three additional frigates will be 
deployed with existing warships of the same class, INS Talwar (sword), INS Trishul 
(trident) and INS Tabar (axe), to support Indian Navy operations. 

Source: Naval Technology, 20 March 

Freedom Arrives in US 7th Fleet 

The Navy's first littoral combat ship, USS Freedom (LCS 1), arrived in the US 7th 
Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) March 20, marking a key milestone in Freedom's 
eight-month deployment to Southeast Asia. Arriving within days of 7th Fleet's 70th 
anniversary March 15, Freedom follows in the wake of countless ships, aircraft and 
Sailors that deployed to the region over the past 70 years to maintain security and 
stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region. Like those ships, Freedom's deployment to 
Southeast Asia speaks to the Navy's ongoing commitment to this vital maritime 
region. 

'As the US Navy supports the US government rebalance to the Indo-Asia-Pacific, 
there is no better place to demonstrate LCS capabilities than in the 7th Fleet AOR,' 
said Vice Adm. Scott Swift, commander of the U.S. 7th Fleet. The 7th Fleet AOR 
covers more than 48 million square miles (124 million square kilometers) and spans 

http://www.naval-technology.com/news/newsindias-final-talwar-class-frigate-completes-contractor-sea-trials
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from west of the international dateline to the western coast of India. Freedom joins 
about 100 ships and submarines deployed to this vast maritime region and assigned 
to 7th Fleet on any given day. 'Freedom's deployment to Southeast Asia is a 
tremendous opportunity to bring our newest capability forward to conduct maritime 
security operations, port visits, and exercises with our allies, partners and friends 
alongside other 7th Fleet units,' said Swift. 

Since departing San Diego March 1, Freedom transited the Pacific Ocean, visited 
Hawaii from March 11-14 and will arrive in Guam next for its first 7th Fleet port visit. 
Freedom is also expected to participate in the International Maritime Defence 
Exhibition and Conference (IMDEX) in Singapore and in select phases of the 
Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) exercise series in Southeast 
Asia. Fast, agile, and mission-focused, LCS platforms are designed to employ 
modular mission packages that can be configured for three separate purposes: 
surface warfare, mine countermeasures, or anti-submarine warfare. Commanded by 
Cmdr. Timothy Wilke, Freedom will be initially manned by her 'Gold' crew of 91 
Sailors to include mission package personnel and an aviation detachment to operate 
an embarked MH-60 helicopter. Freedom will remain home ported in San Diego 
throughout this rotational deployment to Southeast Asia. Midway through Freedom's 
deployment, a crew-swap will be conducted with her 'Blue' crew, commanded by 
Cmdr. Patrick C. Thien. 

Source: Global Security, 20 March 

Indian Navy to Get Four Fast Interception Craft 

As many as four Fast Interception Craft (FIC) will soon join the fleet size of the Indian 
Navy at the Southern Naval Command. The FICs are currently in the process of 
being taken over from the ship builders. The Naval Command will get 12 more FICs 
in the coming months, which will be deployed in Ezhimala and Lakshadweep islands 
of Kavaratti, Minicoy and Androth. The FICs, flying the Blue ensign signifying their 
auxiliary status, will be manned by a crew of four. The craft will be under the 
operational control of Naval Officer In-charge (Kerala) while it will be operated by the 
Sagar Prahari Bal (SPB), the naval force for coastal defence. The responsibilities of 
the FICs will include naval force protection, seaward security of naval assets and 
counter terrorism. The Fast Interception Crafts, built at Solas Marine Lanka Private 
Ltd are highly capable vessels and can achieve speeds up to 45 knots and have an 
endurance of 200 nautical miles at 15 knots. They can carry a variety of armament 
from Heavy Machine Guns to Grenade Launchers. The upper deck canopies are 
bullet proof. The versatile vessels are fitted with modern navigational aids and 
communication equipment including AIS (Automatic Identification System) and LRAD 
(Long Range Acoustic Device), an anti piracy device. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 21 March 

Indian Navy Chief Reviews TROPEX 

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral DK Joshi reviewed the recently-concluded TROPEX 
(Theatre-level Readiness and Operational Exercise) of the Indian Navy, at a meeting 
in Kochi. TROPEX, a major theatre-level exercise conducted through February on 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2013/03/mil-130320-nns01.htm?_m=3n%2E002a%2E759%2Ebu0ao017zf%2Eoxh
http://newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/article1510205.ece
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the western sea board was aimed at assessing the operational readiness of the 
Navy’s ships, submarines and aircraft. The Indian Army, Air Force and the Coast 
Guard also participated in the exercise. Diverse facets of maritime operations were 
exercised at sea and on the bases ashore. Over 50 ships and submarines and 
around 75 aircraft took part in the exercise. Admiral Joshi, along with senior officials, 
analysed the conduct of TROPEX in detail. Several key issues which emerged from 
the review would be factored into the operational doctrines by the Navy. 
Commanders-in-Chief of all the three Naval Commands were also present at the 
review.  

Source: The New Indian Express, 22 March 

SL Navy Calls for Expansion of Maritime Ties with Iran 

Navy Commander Jayanath Colombage has called for the expansion of maritime 
and trade cooperation between Sri Lanka and Iran. Vice Admiral Colombage visited 
the 24th fleet of Iran Navy, which has docked in Colombo after successfully 
conducting its mission in the Indian and Pacific oceans. Colombage embarked on 
the Sabalan destroyer and Kharg helicopter carrier and talked to the Commander of 
the 24th fleet of Iran Navy, Capitan Seyyed Omid Golestaneh. The Sri Lankan naval 
commander expressed satisfaction over his visit to the Iranian fleet, calling for the 
expansion of maritime and trade cooperation between Colombo and Tehran. 
Golestaneh said that the Iranian Navy’s 24th fleet of warships, comprising Sabalan 
destroyer and Kharg helicopter carrier, conveys the message of peace and 
friendship to regional countries, Eastern and South-eastern Asian states in particular. 
The fleet docked at China's Zhangjiagang port on March 4 after sailing 13,000 
kilometres in 40 days. In recent years, Iran Navy has been increasing its presence in 
international waters to protect naval routes and provide security for Iranian merchant 
vessels and tankers. In addition, in line with the international efforts to combat piracy, 
the Iranian Navy has been conducting anti-piracy patrols in the Gulf of Aden since 
November 2008 to safeguard the vessels involved in maritime trade, especially the 
ships and oil tankers owned or leased by Iran. 

Source: Daily Mirror, 23 March 

China to Join Multinational Maritime Drill in 2014 

The Chinese Navy will participate in the 
US-organised RIMPAC multinational 
maritime exercise off Hawaii for the first 
time in 2014, informed sources have said. 
The Rim of the Pacific Exercise is the 
world's largest joint naval exercise, held 
once every two years. Former US Defence 
Secretary Leon Panetta called on the 
Chinese Navy to participate when he 
visited China in September. The 
administration of US President Barack 

Obama intends to stabilize Asia-Pacific security through the establishment of mutual 
trust with China on the military level, the sources said. It would like to expand military 

http://newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/article1511904.ece
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exchanges with Beijing, which has been increasingly seeking to expand its interests 
in the Pacific, they said. This year the US Navy officially invited its Chinese 
counterpart to the exercise and the Chinese side expressed its intention to 
participate, according to the sources. China had never been invited to RIMPAC 
before and had called it a "China containment" policy by the United States and other 
nations. The exercise mainly consists of tactical training programs including ship-to-
ship battle drills, antisubmarine warfare, sea-to-air drills and missile launches. 
Twenty-two countries sent 46 vessels, about 200 aircraft and about 25,000 
personnel to RIMPAC 2012, including those from the US Navy and the Maritime 
Self-Defence Force. Eleven countries including the United States, Japan, Australia, 
South Korea and Canada sent vessels and aircraft, while another 11 countries sent 
only personnel. At this stage it has not been decided whether China will send 
vessels and aircraft to RIMPAC 2014, the sources said. RIMPAC started during the 
Cold War in 1971 to consolidate the unity of the navies of Western nations, such as 
Australia, Canada and the United States, against the Soviet Union. The MSDF has 
participated in every RIMPAC since 1980. After the end of the Cold War, the 
exercise has mainly been held to foster mutual trust among the navies of 
participating nations. Russia participated for the first time in RIMPAC 2012. 

Soft, hard approaches 

Against China, which has been strengthening its naval power, the US government 
has been taking both "soft" and "hard" approaches. On the hard side, it has tried to 
keep China in check by reinforcing alliances with Japan and other countries. In 
contrast, its invitation to RIMPAC, which is part of military exchanges by the United 
States, is a soft approach. The Chinese Navy has acted in ways that indicate the 
country does not understand international rules, a defence source said. Such actions 
include applying fire-control radar at an MSDF destroyer near the Senkaku Islands in 
Okinawa Prefecture in January. The invitation to the RIMPAC joint military exercise 
is aimed at prompting China to recognise global standards that would increase the 
transparency of its military activities. The United States is worried that if China 
continues to conduct provocative naval actions in the East China and South China 
seas, the chance of an accidental military clash with neighbouring countries will rise. 
Sources say RIMPAC does not require extensive military technology, as the 
participating nations have included countries with relatively vulnerable navies in 
recent years. Some defence sources said RIMPAC 2014 may offer opportunities to 
gauge the real ability of the Chinese Navy, although it is undecided whether Beijing 
will contribute vessels and aircraft. China is likely aiming to combat the impression 
that the framework of the exercises is "against China." Meanwhile, the possibility 
remains that North Korea will grow increasingly tense; as such a move by China may 
further alienate Pyongyang from the international community. 

Source: Asia One News, 23 March 

India Readies Hi-Tech Naval Base to Keep Eye on China 

Slowly but steadily, India's new futuristic naval base is 
beginning to take concrete shape on the eastern 
seaboard. The strategic base, with an eye firmly on 
China, will eventually even have underground pens or 

http://www.asiaone.com/News/Latest%2BNews/World/Story/A1Story20130323-410839.html
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bunkers to protect nuclear submarines both from spy satellites and enemy air attacks. 
Sources said a flurry of discussions and meetings have been held in the PMO and 
defence ministry over the last couple of months to firm up "expansion plans'' for a 
base located near Rambilli called "Project Varsha" on the Andhra coast — just about 
50 km from the Eastern Naval Command headquarters at Visakhapatnam — over 
the coming decade.  

Though it's still very early days for Project Varsha, some bill it as an answer to 
China's massive underground nuclear submarine base at Yalong on the 
southernmost tip of Hainan Island, which houses its new Shang-class SSNs 
(nuclear-powered attack submarines) and the Jin-class SSBNs (nuclear-powered 
submarines with long-range nuclear missiles). Although land acquisitions and 
incremental development work on the base under the secretive project kicked off a 
few years ago, it is set to take off in a major way with the construction of tunnels, 
jetties, depots, workshops and accommodation. "Further land acquisitions for the 
sprawling base to be spread over 20 sq km are now underway, with long-term 
budget allocations also being planned,'' said a source.  

The endeavour dovetails into the overall policy to bolster force-levels on the eastern 
seaboard, with new warships, aircraft and spy drones as well as forward-operating 
(FOBs) and operational turnaround (OTR) bases, to counter China's expanding 
footprint in the entire Indian Ocean Region (IOR). Naval assets to protect India's long 
coastline and keep watch over the crucial trade corridors in the Indian Ocean are 
essential to Indian interests. The strategic value of force projection beyond the 
Andaman Islands is seen in terms of deterrence as well given the aggressive military 
Chinese expansion. India's own SSBN programme is also poised to turn the corner 
soon with sea trials of the 6,000-tonne INS Arihant slated to begin off 
Visakhapatnam. INS Arihant and its three "follow-on'' SSBNs, which will complete 
India's elusive nuclear weapon triad since they will be armed with the `K' series of 
submarine-launched ballistic missiles, as well as other frontline warships will be 
housed at the new base.  

The Navy plans to operate at least three SSBNs and six SSNs in the long run for 
effective nuclear deterrence. Moreover, after inducting the 8,140-tonne INS Chakra 
submarine on a 10-year lease from Russia last year, India is now negotiating the 
lease of another such nuclear-powered Akula-II class submarine, as was earlier 
reported. Project Varsha's ambitious scale in the years ahead will rival the expansive 
"Project Seabird'' under which the Karwar naval base has come up in coastal 
Karnataka to give India both strategic depth and operational flexibility on the western 
seaboard against Pakistan. While Karwar will decongest the over-crowded Mumbai 
port, the new base will do the same for Vizag on the east. Karwar can currently base 
11 major warships and 10 yard-craft after completion of its Phase-I at a cost of Rs 
2,629 crore. The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) had last year approved Rs 
13,000 crore for its expansion under Phase-IIA to ensure it can berth 32 major 
warships and submarines by 2018-19. Karwar will be the home base for aircraft 
carrier INS Vikramaditya, the 44,570-tonne Admiral Gorshkov being refitted in 
Russia for $2.33 billion, as well as the six French Scorpene submarines being built at 
Mazagon Docks for Rs 23,562 crore. 

Source: The Times of India, 26 March 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-readies-hi-tech-naval-base-to-keep-eye-on-China/articleshow/19203910.cms
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India Supports Japan's Freedom of Navigation on High Seas 

India assured Japan that it "stands" by it to ensure freedom of navigation on the high 
seas, an assurance that comes in the backdrop of increasing conflicts in the Pacific 
involving China. "There can be little doubt that countries like India and Japan must 
cooperate in ensuring the security of the global commons including freedom of 
navigation on the high seas that is critical to both our countries which import large 
amounts of oil and gas. 

"Let me say clearly today that India stands with Japan, and other like minded 
countries, in pursuing and implementing these goals and objectives," External Affairs 
Minister Salman Khurshid said. Khurshid, who is here to jointly co-chair the 7th 
annual India–Japan Strategic Dialogue with his Japanese counterpart Fumio Kishida, 
was speaking at the Rikkyo University. Khurshid's remarks came at a time when 
Japan is involved in territorial dispute of islands with China in East China Sea. 
Incidentally, China is also involved in maritime row with other countries like Vietnam 
and the Philippines in the South China Sea. Giving details of Indo-Japan defence 
cooperation, Khurshid said, "All this cooperation is not aimed at any other country 
but helps us to gain valuable knowledge and experience about the interoperability of 
our defence forces." 

He also said, "Political and security cooperation between India and Japan has a 
significance which goes beyond our two countries. We are both members of the East 
Asia Summit process and we desire to see this architecture being open, transparent 
and inclusive". On the issue of security cooperation, he said, "We have a bilateral 
Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation and an Action Plan to Advance Security 
Cooperation that spells out a detailed dialogue mechanism which has been meeting 
regularly and its decisions implemented steadfastly". He also noted that Indian and 
Japanese Coast Guards have regular interactions as does the Indian Navy and 
Japan's Maritime Self Defence Force. Talking about economic cooperation, Khurshid 
underlined that India was delighted that it continues to poll very high amongst 
Japanese firms as a long term investment destination. 

The number of firms from your country which have operations in India is over 1000 
now, "and while we can take some satisfaction from this fact, naturally we want many 
more of your firms to invest in India". "Very frankly, there is a perfect fit here since 
India is a labour abundant country with relatively low wage rates. "Japan is abundant 
in capital and has technology and management expertise which can be married to 
our competitive advantages... 

"We are confident that in the near future the infrastructure needs of corporate Japan 
will be met in India. "We have also recently announced a new manufacturing policy 
to encourage and support this very important segment of the economy. “Jobs for our 
young population will come mainly from manufacturing and we believe Japanese 
firms will find a win-win situation in this regard in our country," he said. Khurshid 
added, "I firmly believe that India-Japan economic engagement creates a win-win 
situation for both our countries and will help foster growth in the second and third 
largest economies of Asia" 

Source: Rediff, 26 March 

http://www.rediff.com/news/report/india-supports-japan-s-freedom-of-navigation-on-high-seas/20130326.htm
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Indian Navy to Get New Anti-Sub Warship 

The Navy’s offensive power against enemy submarines will get a boost with the 
Kolkata-based Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) launching work 
on the third Corvette with stealth features. With nearly 90 per cent indigenous 
content, the third anti-submarine warfare (ASW) Corvette under the four-ship 
Project-28 will showcase India’s warship building capabilities with domestic 
resources. Christened after Kiltan, an island in the Lakshwadeep archipelago, the 
ASW Corvette was launched by Navy Chief Admiral D K Joshi’s wife Chitra Joshi at 
the GRSE main yard in the presence of GRSE Chairman and Managing Director 
Rear Admiral (Retired) A K Verma. “With nearly 90 per cent indigenous content 
aimed to be achieved in the manufacturing of the warship, the efforts made by the 
Indian Navy and the Defence shipyards towards the national goal of indigenisation 
and self-reliance got a major impetus with this latest ASW Corvette launch” Kolkata-
based Defence Ministry chief PRO Group Captain Tarun Kumar Singha said. The 
Navy also got closer to acquiring the ASW platforms that will stealthily seek and 
destroy lurking enemy submarines as the first GRSE-built ASW Corvette, INS 
Kamorta, is expected to be delivered this year. “The remaining three warships will be 
delivered by 2016. The fourth ASW Corvette will be launched in 2014,” Rear Admiral 
Verma said. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 March 

Fire-Gutted Vessel Highlights Vietnam - China Maritime Dispute 

A long-running territorial dispute 
between Hanoi and Beijing has 
flared again after an incident this 
week in the South China Sea. A day 
after the Vietnamese government 
accused China of firing flares at a 
fishing boat near Chinese-controlled 
islands, Hanoi announced a plan to 
honour what it says are the islands’ 
original Vietnamese settlers. Local 
newspapers continued to carry 

images of the burned-out cabin of a Vietnamese fishing boat which that Hanoi says 
was damaged by a Chinese navy vessel firing warning flares. Authorities in Hanoi 
say the incident happened when the Vietnamese boat was returning from a fishing 
ground near the Paracel Islands. They say the flares fired by the Chinese made the 
boat catch fire. 

At a news conference in Beijing, a spokesman for the Chinese foreign ministry, Hong 
Lei, denied the Vietnamese vessels were damaged, but said the action was 
"necessary and legitimate." The incident occurred near the Paracel Islands, an 
archipelago roughly equidistant from Chinese and Vietnamese coastlines. The 
islands, known as Xisha in Chinese and Hoang Sa in Vietnam, have been under 
Chinese control ever since the two nations fought over them in 1974. The islands 
have long been a source of contention between the two countries. In recent years, 
China has imposed a seasonal fishing ban around the archipelago, which Vietnam 

http://newindianexpress.com/nation/article1518709.ece
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has ignored. Hanoi has accused China of detaining hundreds of fishermen near the 
area and impounding their boats. 

A day after protesting the latest alleged attack on its fishermen, Hanoi announced an 
annual ceremony to commemorate what it says are the original Vietnamese settlers 
of the Paracels. The event will be held next month on Ly Son Island, the home of 
many fishermen who cast their nets in the South China Sea. The state-run Viet Nam 
News Agency said this is the first time the event is to be held at the provincial level, 
with activities including lectures, art performances and boat races. Bui Thi Minh 
Hang, a well-known participant in anti-China protests, says Hanoi’s attention to the 
islands’ Vietnamese links marks a shift. "Over the years, the Vietnamese 
government has avoided recalling conflicts with China and the struggles have been 
forgotten," she said. "In the past few years, police have arrested those who have 
taken to the streets to show their support for Vietnamese fishermen." China is 
Vietnam’s biggest trading partner, and analysts say Vietnam has to strike a fine 
balance between diplomacy and anti-China sentiment at home. 

Source: Voice of America, 27 March 

‘Project Varsha’ is India’s Answer to Chinese Presence in Gwadar 

The Pakistan Government had formally 
handed over the possession of 
strategically located 'Gwadar' port to 
China last February. The port which is 
located in troubled Baluchistan area 
would prove detrimental for India as 
China would keep a military eye on our 
country despite claims of only trade use 
of the port. India may not be able to 
stop the transfer of the port to China, 
but, it is silently developing a port 
across Eastern border. The Indian 
Navy is developing a new top-secret 
naval base for its nuclear submarines, 
code-named Project Varsha, and 

located within a radius of approximately 200 kilometres from Visakhapatnam. The 
new base is designed to support all 8-12 Arihant -class submarines to be built for the 
Indian Navy and it will include state-of-the-art nuclear engineering support facilities 
and extensive crew accommodation.  

While designed principally as a nuclear submarine support facility, the new base can 
accommodate other naval vessels because of the Indian Navy's expansion. This 
facility has been compared to the top-secret Hainan nuclear submarine base for the 
Chinese PLA Navy. This east coast base expansion program by the Indian Navy is in 
direct response to Chinese naval expansion into the region. Sources say that India 
had planned the port much earlier, however, with Chinese presence in Gwadar, it 
has pressed on the gas. A flurry of discussions and meetings has been held in the 
PMO and defence ministry over the last couple of months to proceed on the secret 

http://www.voanews.com/content/maritime-incident-highlights-vietname-china-beijing-hanoi-dispute/1629617.html
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venture. The project would bolster country's nuclear deterrence against its mighty 
opponents. It would also help in guarding the naval trade corridors of the country. 

Source: Daily Bhaskar, 28 March 

Chinese Military to Further Cooperation with Maritime Law Enforcement 

The Chinese military will beef up cooperation with the country's maritime law 
enforcement forces in a move to better protect China's maritime rights and interests, 
a Ministry of National Defense spokesman said. Spokesman Yang Yujun made the 
remarks at a ministry press conference in response to a question regarding the 
military's collaboration with the restructured State Oceanic Administration (SOA). 
The military has established coordination mechanisms with marine surveillance 
departments, fishery administration departments and coast guard forces, Yang said, 
adding that they have effectively cooperated in protecting maritime interests. 
Administered by the Ministry of Land and Resources, the SOA has integrated the 
functions of China Marine Surveillance, the coast guard forces of the Public Security 
Ministry, the fisheries law enforcement command of the Agriculture Ministry and the 
maritime anti-smuggling police of the General Administration of Customs. In 
response to a question regarding the purpose of an ongoing Chinese naval training 
exercise in the South China Sea and the western Pacific Ocean, Yang said the 
exercise is a regular arrangement in line with the navy's annual training plan. A four-
ship fleet left south China's Hainan Province to begin the drill on March 19. The 
training exercise is aimed at testing the navy's ability to conduct diversified military 
missions and enhance its fighting capacity, according to Yang. 

Source: Xinhua, 28 March 

NZ Frigate Heading to Korean Trouble Zone 

One of New Zealand's two fighting ships 
is sailing into harm's way - the South 
China Sea and Korea. Anzac frigate 
HMNZS Te Mana and its company of 
about 160 left Auckland in February to 
take part in an exercise in the South 
China Sea with China and South Korea 
among the participants.  

Following that they are scheduled to head 
to South Korea, a navy spokeswoman said. She said the mission would continue 
despite the deepening tensions last night, as North Korea announced it was in a 
"state of war" with its southern neighbour and also threatened the United States with 
a nuclear attack. 

 Last night Te Mana, which has just undergone a weapons and computer systems 
upgrade, was north of Australia and preparing to transit Indonesian waters. It will 
take part in the ASEAN+8 drills held off Brunei with the naval arm of China's 
People’s Liberation Army along with ships from Australia, India, Russia and the US. 
New Zealand forces took part in the Korean War, losing 45 men. One of them was a 

http://daily.bhaskar.com/article/DEL-top-secret----project-varsha----is-india---s-answer-to-chinese-presence-in-gwada-4219447-NOR.html
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2013-03/28/c_124516972.htm
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sailor killed during a shore bombardment. Seven New Zealand warships served in 
the Korean War. 

Source: Stuff, 31 March 

 

Study to Examine Alaska's Arctic Shipping Needs 

The Alaska lieutenant governor's office announced a study to examine shipping in 
the Arctic on the heels of a recent sea ice study showing that possible unescorted 
Arctic shipping could be largely possible by 2040. While fewer than 50 vessels 
reportedly moved through the Northern Sea Route above Russia in 2012, numbers 
of vessels, many carrying oil, LNG and other energy-related products, is only 
expected to increase. Lt. Gov. Mead Treadwell said China has recently announced it 
intends to ship some 15 percent of its world trade vessels on Arctic routes in coming 
years. 

As a result, Treadwell and others are looking at how this increase could impact the 
state, both positively in the form of economic improvements, but also negatively, 
inspiring the need for marine safety agreements with itinerant vessels. The study, 
which is expected to cost $200,000 and take around 18 months, will be followed by a 
conference with Arctic shipping stakeholders to discuss the document's findings, 
Treadwell said.  

University of Alaska Fairbanks will conduct the study, which will be funded by the 
State Department of Commerce. Treadwell, who announced the study at a meeting 
of the Arctic Parliamentarians in Washington, D.C., said one of the study's areas of 
focus would be how to make sure Alaskans benefited from the increased shipping 
traffic, be it with a port that serves the international shipping needs, or through 
capitalizing on opportunities to acquire less expensive energy sources for the rural 
communities along the shipping route. 

"We want to find out if there is anything that trade can do to make the cost of energy 
less in coastal Alaska," he said. The study will also focus on marine safety. Currently, 
itinerant vessels passing along Alaska's shores go largely undocumented and while 
agreements are in place with most Arctic players to collaborate on spill response 
efforts, little is generally known about the vessels transiting the area, such as what 
sort of response equipment they have on board, what type of vessel they are, and 
even their location.  

"We are going to look at what kind of contingency plan we can try to bring about," 
Treadwell said. While finding out what the state needs to compete and thrive in the 
newly expanding Arctic market are crucial, the question of how to fund such efforts is 
a good one, Treadwell noted. 

"The biggest challenge for us in Alaska is that we know what we'd like to have, and 
now we have to pay for it," he said. "That's question No. 1." At the meeting in 
Washington, D.C., Treadwell said Alaska is seeking to attract close to $100 billion for 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/world/asia/8491259/NZ-frigate-heading-to-Korean-trouble-zone
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energy projects. He noted that while Arctic nations may be competing for such 
investments, they can also work together to promote investment. This and other 
topics will lead the agenda at the upcoming Arctic Policy Commission's first meeting, 
which will be held in Juneau.  

The commission was created by the Alaska Legislature last year. Treadwell said as 
shipping opens up in the Arctic, decisions that the United States and Alaska makes 
now about investment can have long-reaching implications for the state, such as 
where shipping ports will be located, be they in Japan, Russia, Dutch Harbour or 
Adak. "We have to make sure it's an economic driver for Alaska," he said. "Does a 
new Arctic ocean mean jobs for Alaskans?" 

Source: Alaska Dispatch, 22 March 

Slowdown an Opportunity for Indian Shipbuilders: DK Joshi 

Amidst efforts being made to increase 
indigenisation of defence equipment, Chief of 
the Naval Staff Admiral D K Joshi said the 
global economic slowdown has opened 
opportunities for India's defence ship-building 
yards.  

Stating that the recession has lead to 
shutdown of many companies and the surplus 
capacities were being shifted to emerging 
economies like India, he said "We need to 
exploit this to our advantage. The ultimate test 
would be the ability to export our product." He 

was speaking at the launch of the third Anti Submarine Warfare Corvette, a frontline 
warship built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers for the Indian Navy. 
Admiral Joshi said that out of 42 orders given by the navy, 40 were being built 
indigenously in India by public or private sector enterprises.  

"The ship being launched today has yet another technological landmark, being the 
first in the country built with composite infrastructure," he said. GRSE is constructing 
four ships under project P28. This was the third one, designed indigenously by the 
directorate of naval design. "Today Indian Navy and Coast Guard have huge 
requirement of ships and the same are required to be produced without any time and 
cost overrun. Timely delivery of quality ships is the need of the hour. Modern 
shipbuilding technology and tools must be adopted to achieve this objective," Joshi 
said. He said the shipyard must also have an effective mechanism for competition 
from newly developed private shipyards which would try to bag orders and must be 
accepted as a challenge. The shipyards have to concentrate on implementation of 
strong quality assurance practices, development of reliable and proven vendors and 
most importantly training of its human resources to the lowest rank, Joshi said. 

Source: The Economic Times, 26 March 

http://www.alaskadispatch.com/article/20130322/study-examine-alaskas-arctic-shipping-needs
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-03-26/news/38040369_1_private-shipyards-indian-navy-grse
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Ship Collision Results in Oil Spill on Yangtze River 

Two cargo ships collided, spilling oil at 
the mouth of China’s Yangtze River. 
According to Shanghai Daily, about 
674 cubic meters (178,000 gallons) of 
fuel from the CMA CGM FLORIDA, 
spilled into the waters stretching 124 
nautical miles. Rescue vessels were 
on scene evaluating the leaks and 
possible pollution caused by the 
incident. Reports state that the CMA 
CGM FLORIDA collided with the 
Panamanian-registered ZHOUSHAN 

early morning. The FLORIDA containership reported that water had flooded one of 
its cabins. Some of its containers were also damaged or displaced from the 
collision’s impact. The hazardous goods were unharmed. There have been no 
injuries reported. 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 20 March 

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/Ship-Collision-Results-in-Oil-Spill-on-Yangtze-River-2013-03-20/

